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The first Board meeting of the Society in 1971 was held February 14 with President 
Dan Simon presiding. Plans were made for stepping up efforts to build up the 
source materials for East Chicago's complete historv and to see that current events 
are preserved for future reference. 


We need first to know what the Society has. In the following we record materials 
received to date in each category. : 


BIOGRAPHIES The Rev. Michael Campagna, Dr. James Comer, Miss Carrie Gosch, Dr. 

Desmond McGuire, Fr. Peter Meade, Mrs. Laura Passmore, Williams Pass- 
more, Hans Peterson, Col. Walter J. Riley, Mrs. Leola Tillotson; family histories of 
the following: H.W. Dickes, Lester W. Jones, Aaron Thomas, John Dreesen, Robert 
Grove, John Kozacik, Carl J. Anderson, Peter Johannsen, Paul March, Joseph Yant, 
and.the Cadman family. Scrapbooks of special histories were received from Anselm 
Forum, Farrar Choral Club, and Mary Lois Clark. 


CHURCHES AND Central Baptist, First Baptist, First Methodist of East Chicago, 
COMMUN ITY Holy Trinity, I.H. Baptist, I.H. Hungarian Evangelical and Reformed, 
INSTITUTIONS I.H. Methodist, St. George Qrthodox, St. John Cantius, St. Joseph, 
St. Mark AME Zion, St. Mary's, St. Patrick's, St. Stanislaus, and 
Zion Missionary Baptist. Katherine House, American Red Cross, St. 
Catherine Hospital, St. Joseph College, Visiting Nurse Association, Veterans’ 
Service Center. 


INDUSTRIES Chamber of Commerce (magazines and documentary), Combustion Engineer- 

ing, East Chicago Globe, Calumet News, Graver Tank Co., General 
American Transportation Co., Inland Steel historical materials and pictures, Mobil 
Oil Corporation, Standard Forgings, Universal Atlas Cement Corp., Youngstown Sheet 
and Tube Co., M&T Chemicals, Standard Oil of Indianz, Indiana Forge and Machine Co., 
Inland Steel Credit Union, American Steel Foundries. and Riley Banks. 


CLUBS AND Daughters of the American Revolution, E.C. Garden Club, E.C. Women's 
ASSOCIATIONS Club, League of Women Voters, Anselm Forum, I.H. Women's Club, I.H. 

Junior Women's Club, Tri Kappa, Lake County Association for the 
Mentally Retarded, Lake County Mental Health Clinic, Rotary of East Chicago, Roxana 
Civic Club. Ethnic groups which have contributed the story of their presence in 
East Chicago include the Poles, Romanians, and Slovaks. 


ITEMS AND Collection of pictures of early East Chicago, a 1913 History and 
EVENTS Industrial Sketches, (publication), numerous old maps of the area, 

the East Chicago Seal, Municipal Code of 1925, Ordinances of 1893 
and other miscellany, including the E.C. Public Library resolution to accept (1910) 
Mr. Carnegie's offer of $40,000 for two library buildings. The collection includes 
all the known histories of the area, as Powell Moore's The Calumet Region, Federal 
Writer's Project Regional Historical Guide and earlier works. 
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HISTORIES The story of the Latin-American community is being prepared by Miss 
BEING Lupe Figueroa and Michael Cornejo. * History of the Negro community 
PREPARED was brought to 1930 by Mrs. Kathryn Blackwell and Miss Martha Burnett 


aided by a panel of consultants will work on the remainder of the 
story. * The Greek community story is also underway, reports Father Kanavos. * 
The Lithuanian community in East Chicago will submit its history, or a copy thereof, 
to the Society, says Albert Vinick, president of the Lithuanian Association. The 
Society will send out reminders to other groups whose story is not yet in. These 
ethnic histories, board members feel, is a very important part of the East Chicago 
story and need more accurate assessment than has yet been given them. 


LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT Particular developments of East Chicago need recording and we have 
AGENCIES asked Mr. Joseph Bates, head of the Department of Redevelopment, and 


Mr. Ben Lesniak, heading the E.C. Housing Authority, to let us have 

the housing story to date. Dean Lausche of Purdue University has been 
approached by Dan Simon, president of the society, for a history of the Purdue-Calumet 
Foundation. * Also a history of the Water Department will be coming in, says the 
board's president, Mr. Vinick. * And we are working on the possibility of getting 
the record of the Nicosia administration, including the programs and achievements of 
each department. 


TAPE The Society has tape recordings of Col. Walter J. Riley and Mrs. Lewin, 
RECORDINGS one of the first merchandising women of East Chicago. Mrs. Lydia 
Brenneman, who is in charge of this part of our responsibilities, has 
experienced some difficulty during the year but is getting tapes of Mrs. W.W. Smith, 
Mrs. Edith Zoeger, and Harry Cohen whose father founded the Beth Sholom Congregation. 
We are short of recorders and people who will work at this phase of historical 
reminiscence. Any interested member willing to aid Mrs. Brenneman should contact 
the bulletin editor or Mr. Simon. 


FAMILY Mrs. Dickes reports that many families are in the process of writing 

HISTORIES down and researching their family histories. Some in the making are 
the Mihalski-Kielbasa-Rumas families history, the Brozovich, Van Horne, 

Wickey-Zoeger, and Berglund family stories, and the Rex-Michaels-deGroat histories. 


AN 1899 loaned to Warren Reeder of the Hammond Historical Society listing the 
DIRECTORY names of all who lived in this area will be loaned to us for copying 

the names of East Chicago residents. This will be useful as well as 
interesting for families checking their family stores. 


1971 OFFICERS elected at the 1970 annual meeting are: Dan Simon, president; George 
Torhan, lst vice-president; Roy Stevens, 2nd vice-president; Edith 
Zoeger, 3rd vice-president; Paul Zahara, treasurer; Melvin Specter, secretary; Edna 
Williams, Recording Secretary; Rose LeVan, historian. Directors with terms ending 
in 1971: Dr. John B. Nicosia, Col. Walter J. Riley (honorary), William Riley, 
Hans Petersen, Margaret Jones and Dan Simon. Directors whose terms end in 1972: 
Paul Zahara, Edith Zoeger, Willard Van Horne, Edna Williams, Melvin Specter, Edgar 
Davis. Directors to 1973: George Huish, John Fox, Ezelyn Johnston, Henning 
Forsberg, Roy Stevens and Hazel Dreesen. 


A REMINDER Dues are due, dear members. If your 1971 dues were overlooked, 
please see Paul Zahara at the First National Bank, or send them in 
to the genial treasurer of the Society. They are still $1.00 a year. 
Rose LeVan, bulletin editor. 
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